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points. The purchase of all its properties complete
for $40,000,000 was, therefore, not a bad invest-
ment on the part of the Government. By this
purchase the United States was brought directly
into relation with Colombia, through one of whose
federal states, Panama, the canal was to be cut.

While the French purchase had removed one
obstacle, the De Lesseps charter alone would not
suffice for the construction of the canal, for the
American Government had definite ideas as to the
conditions necessary for the success of the work.
The Government required a zone which should be
under its complete control, for not otherwise could
satisfactory sanitary regulations be enforced. It in-
sisted also on receiving the right to fortify the canal.
It must have these and other privileges on a long
time grant. For them, it was willing to pay gener-
ously. Negotiations would be affected, one could
not say how, by the Treaty of 1846 with Colombia,l
by which the United States had received the right
of free use of the isthmus, with the right of main-
taining the neutrality of the district and in re-
turn had guaranteed to Colombia sovereignty over
the isthmus.

Hay took up the negotiations with the Colombian

1 Then known as the Republic of New Granada.